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1. Background Information  

Africa continues to be the continent most afflicted by armed conflicts where once again one of the principal victims are children.  In the past decade, 2 million children have been killed; 6 million left permanently handicapped while 12 million have been left homeless. 

It is estimated that 300 thousand children are being used in on-going or recently-ended armed conflicts including those in Angola, Burundi, Marfim coast, Democratic republic of Congo, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, Liberia, Uganda, etc.  One particularly serious aspect is the use of children for military means where they are transformed into real war machines and executers of other human beings.  Mozambique also continues to feel the negative impact of such wars with the existence of traumatized and handicapped children as well as the many mines that are left to deactivate.  

2.Problems, challenges and options for positive changes 

Many children have suffered the death of their direct parents and are forced to abandon their zone of origin or residence where they already had a system of life adapted to their culture, to undesirable places without the minimum of conditions for their survival.  In this way they are deprived of basic conditions for their survival.  One can cite the lack of adequate education, health, nutrition, drinking water, dignified housing and other normal living conditions. 

There are many children that are forcibly separated form their families due to conflicts living years and years without attention, love and effect of their parents being subjected to various types of abuse. 

In Africa, many children don’t benefit from the riches of their own country, much less have an opportunity to participate in development of their nations due to the fact of being refugees and very early are obliged to experiment various situations end worse forms of survival. 

This combination of situations, above all, cause traumas and makes the recuperation of the children very difficult.  It also constitutes a flagrant violation of Human rights in general and of child rights in particular.  Such rights are found in the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child and the African charter on child rights and well being of children, both of which have been ratified by the major part of the countries represented in this summit as well as the domestic instruments that each country has. 

It is equally confirmed that the war contributes negatively to economic growth, as well as the destruction of the social network within which children are integrated.  It is enough to understand that armed conflicts never contribute to the construction of the society but rather is one of the principle contributions to its destruction. 

3. Role of the Civil Society

The Civil Society implements a fundamental role in safe guarding the rights of all children involved in armed conflicts, through interventions in the following areas:

· Advocacy

· Research and Information

· Monitoring of Human Rights and childrens rights  in particular

· Humanitarian Assistance

· Physic-Social rehabilitation and reinsertion

· Education and training

· Prevention and conflict resolution

4. Recommendations

As a way of guaranteeing the actions necessary to protect children involved in conflicts in Africa, the following recommendations are made:

· A greater observance of the International Convention and African Charter on the rights of the child that insists that the state players do not recruit under age children for their forces.

· The obligation to secure the protection and assistance to children effected by  armed conflict

· The need to force all governments and military groups to immediately  demobilise all children integrated in the armed conflicts and place them in social reinsertion programmes.

· Reinforce the coordination and cooperation between NGOs, Religious instoitutions, community leaders and Government.

