COMMUNITY BASED ORGANISATIONS PERSPECTIVES AFRICAN UNION AND NEW PARTNERSHIPS FOR AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 

The Community Organizations Regional Network (CORN) represents community-based organizations in Southern Africa. The core membership consists of CBO representatives from South Africa, Angola, Botswana, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. CORN promotes leadership development, and management capacities and policy advocacy for national CBO associations. 

CORN representatives met from the 4th - 6th July 2002 at the University of Natal, Durban Campus- South Africa, to consolidate the network’s strategy and programmes and redefine development perspectives.

The theme of the first CORN regional multi-stakeholder workshop was “Fighting Poverty Through The Promotion of Sustainable Rural Livelihoods”. 

The workshop discussed, among other issues, sustainable development, regional integration and African Union as these affect grassroots communities in Africa. 

The CBO network has various concerns, which they would like to bring to the attention of our leaders as they launch the African Union (AU).

The meeting emphasized that CBOs play a crucial role in development initiatives at the local level. This, role however, has been constrained by the lack of adequate recognition of CBOs by our national governments and other development agencies. For Africa to achieve sustainable development, it is critical that the participation of CBOs is recognized and enhanced by our national governments.

The meeting deliberated on the WSSD and Agenda 21 process. We, as CBOs under the auspices of CORN lamented the lack of information, consultation and total exclusion in this important process. 

Recognizing that communities depend on land and natural resources for their livelihoods, the existing inequalities in land resources have worsened poverty in Africa. CBOs have been marginalized in the search for solutions to this problem.

Recognizing the increasing volume of trade undertaken by Cross Border Traders (CBT), CORN deliberated on key issues affecting Regional Trade and Integration. We lamented the continuous harassment of CBTs and their ill treatment by Customs and Immigration officials, and law enforcement agents, (particularly the denial of visas or appropriate travel documents, and the confiscation of goods).

CBOs welcome the birth of the African Union. We recognize the continental economic policy framework dubbed NEPAD initiative, but lament that it has persistently excluded the participation of CBOs.  

CBOs, therefore, call for specific actions through the newly formed AU to draw up specific strategies that recognize the role of CBOs.

In this respect, the CBOs call for a partnership with government in the following areas:
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Institutional capacity strengthening programmes for CBOs through WSSD, NEPAD and other development processes.
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Clear resource mobilization initiatives targeted at CBOs.
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Institutional mechanisms that recognize the critical role of partnership with CBOs.

Acknowledging that the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which aims at addressing issues of Sustainable Livelihoods, will be held in Africa, we as CORN call upon our leaders to facilitate greater participation of CBOs in the forthcoming meeting and the follow-up initiatives.

Realizing the centrality of land, we as CBOs call for our full participation in the land reform processes in our respective countries.

With respect to Trade and Regional Integration, we urgently call upon government to facilitate dialogue and establish institutional mechanisms that would create a trade-enabling environment for CBOs.

We call for ordinary peoples to be engaged in development at all levels.
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